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Thursday, July 1

3:30 – 5:00 pm

Breakout Session:

Fiscal Crises and the Poor
This session will highlight the need and opportunities for USAID to help countries make enlightened choices that ease the social pain of episodes of fiscal contraction. Presenters will:

· Review common mistakes regarding social spending and revenue measures that countries make in response to large fiscal and/or exchange-rate crises. 

· Discuss what IFIs and bilateral donors can do to protect critical expenditures and support safety nets. In addition, discuss whether fiscal crisis may act as a catalyst for revoking favors to special interests.
· Review USAID sectoral interventions and reprogramming of activities for Indonesia after the 1997 crisis – food aid, health, education, and economic policy. 
Presenters/Discussants:

· Alex Segura-Ubiergo, Independent Evaluation Office, International Monetary Fund
· Bob Aten, USAID/ANE (formerly USAID/Indonesia)
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