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Wednesday, June 30

3:30 – 5:00 pm

Breakout Session:

Roundtable: Approaches to Fiscal Decentralization
USAID has supported fiscal decentralization in many countries of the world, such as Ukraine, Montenegro, Bolivia, Guatemala, Colombia, Russia, Tanzania, and many other countries. This session aims to add to USAID Officers’ knowledge about how fiscal decentralization can fit into a country’s development plan and be supported by USAID assistance. Specialists will present the linkages between fiscal decentralization or intergovernmental fiscal relations and fiscal reform, improved governance, anticorruption, and local development. Participants will discuss choices for managing decentralization and intergovernmental fiscal relations, such as shared revenues, other transfer mechanisms, hard budget constraints, local revenue measures (especially the property tax), and distribution of competencies. They will also discuss some prime examples of where fiscal decentralization has yielded results.  
Presenters/Discussants and Topics:

· Anwar Shah, World Bank, World Bank Experiences in Fiscal Decentralization 

· Richard Bird, Fiscal Reform Project, When fiscal decentralization makes sense
· Carlos Gadsden, RTI, Mexico, The Local Agenda in Forging “Mexico’s Authentic Federalism” 
· Robert Rafuse, Fiscal Reform Project, Hard Budget Constraints as a Centerpiece
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